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Happy New Year!!!

Yes, the year 2010 is finally here! It isn’t too ladebegin making new year resolutions! What
are your goals for this year? Want to write a book itMiaget your book published? Want to
learn a new trade? It can be whatever you want. Naaepjour goal where you can see it eve-
ryday to remind you. After that, start working on achievthg

Now for this month’s newsletter!

| am trying something new since it's a new year! But yill have to keep reading if you want
to know what that is! This month’s author is Mackenzievi2rEven though she has just started
out in her career, she’s been writing since she waag. Be sure to check out her website!

As always, I've included some information on writing. Timienth | am discussing social net-
works and marketing. Promoting what you've written is pawtrting lol so | wanted to make
sure everything does get mentioned. | didn’t know that Lméas published so you should start
learning now.

Another thing in this issue is my new email. I've expéal what happened with my old one in
this issue! | am doing something new in this yeassies! Besides the author interview and
sharing his or her books with you, I'm sharing anotiegson. More about it in this issue!

Peterson Estate just had its first round of editsnily publisher didn't reque
any changes which is really awesome. They did ask ta dittte here and
there, things that | forgot to add when | did my own persediss to the story
which is good. I'm glad they noticed lol. I'm very exdt® see this book fi-
nally coming together after 20 years of writing it oaed over again lol. | hag
some close calls over the years with other publghet none of them were a
perfect fit like this one is. I'm glad the others twimae down!

Ok, now with the newsletter. Please enjoy and see ggumonth!
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Mackenzie Drew

Mackenzie has one book published with two short stoes. Maddie Ann’s
Playground is her book and Lizzie's Listening and Escapin@hristmas Eve |
are her two short stories. Escaping Christmas Eve caretfound in the an-
thology “Crimbo”. Her book and stories are pictured here.

The most rewarding book she wrote was Maddie Ann’s Blyground because she wrote it
when she was a teen an in 2003. She decided to challengesélf by rewriting it, improving
the story. She surprised herself when it was publigd in 2007 after many rewrites.
Mackenzie became rather attached to her characters becauske spent so much time with
them. When she was finished writing it, it took soméme to get used to the idea so she felt
rather heavyhearted. Eden’s Pond was the most difficulbook to write because her charac-
ters didn’t seem to want to do anything she wanted theto. She has put this story aside
hoping to complete it soon.

Everything that lives and breathes is her inspiration. Misic motivates her to write. She also
enjoys the escape, living someone elses’ lives, anceding the stress in her own life.

Her advice? If you're serious enough about writing a bookjust
start writing. Make time to write each day and make sue to keep
the same schedule. Even if you write for an hour or tey it gets you
closer to the end. Treat your writing as professional agossible.
This will give you an incentive to write. But don’t wary about get-
ting it published just yet. Remember, your book is youtbaby and
you want to perfect it before you send it out to anyonéAnd above
all, never forget the real reason you started writing. Gie it mean-
ing; pour your heart out in your work and above all, have fun!

www.mackenziedrewnovels.com

On Writing: Social Networks and Marketing

These days the Internet is the most price efficientay of marketing your books. And you can
make friends at the same time so how cool is that? Witaverything changing and new websites be-
ing born every year, social networks are growing. Twitteis a new one and has everyone talking.
This is a site where you make “announcements”. You can folv other’s twitter messages and you
can get others to follow you. It gets your name out therat least. The more places people see your
name, the more they remember you! Ning is another greamne to join. There’s a lot of sites on Ning
to choose from too so you can narrow it down by going wittvhat fits your audience better. Or what
fits you better.

Among Twitter and Ning, there’s also Facebook, Myspacé&rouply, and more.

You're not really suppose to use them for advertising pesay but there’s many ways around it. In-

stead of making it look like an advertisement, use it tealk to people, fill out your profile though I"#$ %&
leaving your website, blog, and profession. When talkingtpeople, mention you are a writer and

when they ask what you write, that's when you tell thenand hope they ask for more lol. Use your ,
book (s) as your picture too. The more friends you havend talk to, the more people see your books

and learn your name. Using your pen name instead of your reaame also helps.

(&

The important thing to remember is to have fun. Yes, yo should be professional but have fun too.
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In case you haven’t noticed in this issue, I've changed nnychkor in December! This is funny. |
started out having brown hair (my original) hair colareint to blond hair for a few years. After a
Halloween party | went to black hair which didn’t lagtdgoand | cut my hair to go back to blond
lol. Then | went back to brown, close to my originalioc. Now I'm back to blond again lol. Just
when people get used to it, | change it again lol. So whgodahink | will make it next time?
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Happy
New Year!




Me And Mind’'s Eye ( Written By: Henry Moon Fortune)

As a writer of novels, and as one of the general adtnators for minds-eye.ning.com and the leader of Mind'ssHyietion Street Workshop
andthe editor in chief of Mind’s Eye’s soon to debut litgfarts magazine, I've got my hands full with a lot of kwoBut even so, | find that
I spend my days enjoying my work more than | ever have beRBeeause all of these hats that | wear are more thigjolissto me; they're
avocations, labors of love, and | commit myself to théadlg. The reasons for this are varied, and they donhaalé to do with my own
sense of fulfilling some dreams.

Part of what makes my work so satisfying is the peopie tfae support and sense of community | find at Mind's Byfee site was founded
by friends who had already been through the fire together,sawdtars held a strong desire to help other writersaatists to not only de-
velop their skills and improve their craft, but to find mwes of success in their chosen art. | had found that @itearsite, and when | came to
Mind’s Eye I not only found it again—and in greater abundanag-Hhad the chance to do the same: to help other writdraréiats grow

and succeed.

Most of the more than two hundred members of Mind’s Eyktalilyou—sometimes without having to be asked—that Mings & a fam-
ily. It is a family, and some of us truly feel as if we are amtwathers and sisters when we go there. As artisteweednd support each
other the same way close knit families do, and it's meghonor and privilege from the beginning to be a patthatf

It's also my privilege to edit Moon’s Eye magazine, btand new literary/arts magazine that will be seeinfiréisissue in print on January
1%, 2010. As the editor in chief I've seen to it—with thdispensible help of an awesome group of people who hawe lpag hours and
sacrificed much—that the magazine will bring to its restlee newest and best in poetry, art, fiction and noiefictWe’ll be featuring nov-
elists and short story writers, poets and painters, scsilptal sketchers, and probably just about every other tygéisifyou can imagine.
One of the things about the mag that I'm most excitedtabdhe chance to debut some very young and yet incrediéhyed writers, teen-
agers and young adults who will be seeing their work irt foirthe first time. I'm glad to be able to giveetm and other writers a start or a
leg up in the sometimes grueling world of publishing. ittsat ‘writers helping writers’ is all about, it's whatildi's Eye is all about, and it's
also what my life as a writer is all about.

Henry Moon Fortune
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